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ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 

COME-OO EB-07 LAB-04 SIL-01 AID-05 FDRE-00 HEW-06 

DHA-02 SCA-01 SCSE-00 10-11 /104W 

033518 

R 091239Z JAN 76 
FM AMEMBASSY NEW DELHI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3315 

UNCLAS NEW DELHI 0479 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL, IN 

SUBJECT: CHASNALA RESCUE OPERATIONS: CALCUTTA PRESS COVERAGE JAN. 9 

REF: CALCUTTA 0068 

FOLLOWING SENT ACTION NEW DELHI IMMEDIATE JAN 9TH FROM DEPARTMENT 
RPTD TO YOU; 

QUOTE: 

UNCLAS CALCUTTA 0068 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SWEL, IN 

SUB J : CHASNALA RESCUE OPERATIONS: CALCUTTA PRESS 
COVERAGE JAN 9 

1 . CHAS NALA RESCUE OPERATIONS CONTINUE TO TAKE FOURTH OR 
FIFTH PLACE IN CALCUTTA PRESS AFTER MAJOR NEWS STORIES 
(DEATH OF CHOU EN LAI, SUSPENSION OF SEVEN FREEDOMS, MRS. 

GANDHI'S STATEMENT IN PARLIAMENT). MOST PAPERS REPORT THAT 
MINE IS EXPECTED TO BE CLEARED OF WATER WITHIN FIVE DAYS. 
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2. CONGRESS AMRITA BAZAR PATRIKA REPORTS THAT "DEWATERING 
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CAPACITY AT CHAS NALA WHICH HAD GATHERED MOMENTUM FOLLOWING 
COMMISSIONING OF FIRST HIGH CAPACITY SUBMERSIBLE RUSSIANPUMP YESTERDA 
Y RECEIVED A SUDDEN JOLT TODAY WHEN THE SOVIET 
PUMP DEVELOPED SOME ELECTRICAL DEFECT AND HAD TO BE RE- 
PLACED BY ANOTHER PUMP." AS RESULT, AMRITA SAYS, "THE DE- 
WATERING CAPACITY WAS REDUCED BY ABOUT 1200 GALLONS PER 
MINUTE BETWEEN 4 A.M. AND 9 A.M. CPM SATYAJUG IS ONLY OTHER 
PAPER WHICH REPORTS BREAKDOWN OF RUSSIAN PUMP: "AS FAR AS 
THE RUSSIAN PUMPS ARE CONCERNED, ONE IS OUT OF ORDER, ONE 
HAS BEEN COMMISSIONED, AND ONE IS EXPECTED TO BE COMMISSIONED 
ON JAN 9." 

3. ALL PAPERS REPORT THAT NAVY COMMODORE H. DHINGRA FROM 
BOMBAY HAS BEEN SENT TO CHAS NALA TO STUDY POSSIBILITY OF 
DIVERS GOING INTO THE MINE TO ASSIST RESCUE OPERATIONS. 

PAPERS SAY DHINGRA WENT DOWN 260 FEET IN A CAGE ON JANUARY 8. 

BUSINESS STANDARD SAYS DHINGRA PROPOSES TO PUT DIVERS INTO 
THE MINE; OTHER PAPERS SAY HE IS STUDYING THE QUESTION. 

4. AMRITA REPORTS THAT TEN POLISH PUMPS "ARE BEING RUSHED 
TO SPEED UP DEWATERING CAPACITY." AMRITA SAYS WATER BEING 
PUMPED OUT NOW IS BLACK WITH COAL DUST AND SILT AND THAT 
"A STRONG STENCH IS ALSO COMING OUT.. .DESPITE SPRAYING OF 
BLEACHING POWDER." AMRITA QUOTES AN UNNAMED EXPERT AS 
SAYING "THIS IS NOT A GOOD SIGN" AND THAT IT MAY PROVE 
DIFFICULT TO CONDUCT RESCUE OPERATIONS EVEN AFTER THE MINE 
IS CLEARED OF WATER. PAPER SAYS THERE IS ANOTHER OMINOUS 
SIGN, "THE SPONTANEOUS HEATING OF UNDERGROUND COAL," WHICH 
COULD COMPLICATE THE SITUATION AFTER THE CLEARING OF WATER. 

"FIRSTLY, POISONOUS GASES MAY COME OUT AND SECONDLY ROOF 
FALLS MAY TAKE PLACE AS ITS (SIC) SUPPORT MIGHT HAVE BEEN 
WASHED AWAY." 

5. MOST PAPERS CARRY PTI ITEM REPORTING PRIME MINISTER S 
STATEMENT THAT "WE DO NOT KNOW WHETHER IT IS POSSIBLE TO 
SAVE THOSE TRAPPED IN THE MINE BUT WE DARE NOT GIVE UP HOPE 
TILL THE VERY LAST MOMENT" AND ALSO HER ANSWER TO QUESTION 
AS TO WHETHER FULL SAFETY MEASURES HAD BEEN TAKEN AT CHAS 
NALA: "I DO NOT KNOW. THAT IS WHY A JUDICIAL INQUIRY HAS 
BREN ORDERED." SIGNED KORN 
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